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two years. In forming a judgment on so momen-
tous a question, it is, above all things, necessary to
understand what was actually undertaken, what
was actually achieved j and, in my opinion, this
can best be arrived at, not from any outside state-
ment or arguments, but by consideration of the
whole tenor of the life which follows, in the devel-
opment of which Mr. Lewes's true character, as
well as George Eliot's, will unfold itself. No words
that any one else can write, no arguments any one
else can use, will, I think, be so impressive as the
life itself.
If there is any one action or relation of my life which
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is, and always has been, profoundly serious, it is
relation to Mr. Lewes. It is, however, natural enough
that you should mistake me in many ways, for not
only are you unacquainted with Mr. Lewcs's real char-
acter and the course of his actions, but also it is sev-
eral years now since you and I were much together,
and it is possible that the, modifications my mind has
undergone may be quite in the opposite, direction of
what yon imagine. No one can bu better aware than
yourself that it is possible for two people to hold tlif-
ferent opinions on momentous subjects with equal sin-
cerity, and an equally earnest conviction that their
respective opinions are alone the truly moral ones, If
we differ on the subject of the marriage laws, I at least
can believe of you that you cleave to what you believe
to be good j and I don't know of anything in the nat-
ure of your views that should prevent yon from believ-
ing the samu of inc. Jfiw for we tlilVer I think we
neither of us know, for 1 am ignorant of your pierine.
views j and, apparently, you attribute to me both fed'
ings and opinions which are not mine. We cannot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